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In Fall 2014 the Zayed University Coun-
cil approved the founding of the first UAE 
national college that focuses on major pro-
grams in the visual arts, design, and new 
media. The College of Arts and Creative 
Enterprises (CACE), with campuses in 
Abu Dhabi and Dubai, offers major pro-
grams in Animation, Graphic Design, In-
terior Design, and the Visual Arts with 
coursework in Drawing, Painting, Photog-
raphy, Printmaking and Sculpture. We col-
laborate in offering a major in Multimedia, 
and we have recently developed a minor 
in Curatorial Studies. Our faculty is glob-
ally diverse with practicing artists, design-
ers, and art historians who represent coun-
tries from the Middle East, the near and far 
East, the Americas, Europe, Russia, and 
down under. Collectively they offer our 
students a rich world-view of how the cre-
ative process can lead to careers in the arts 
that can make a difference in the world. 
We are surrounded by the creative work of 
people who are educated in art and design. 
They contribute and directly enrich all as-
pects of our lives: the built environment, 
our culture, and our spirit. Our students 
are encouraged and educated to share and 
connect their unique artistic vision with di-
verse audiences. Here is a snapshot of what 
they are currently doing in our classes. You 
will see that art and design matters.

Stephen Tarantal, Dean

Art and Design Matters
 A New College of Art and 

Creative Enterprises

We are surrounded by the creative work of people who are educated 
in art and design. They contribute and directly enrich all aspects 

of our lives: the built environment, our culture, and our spirit. Our 
students are encouraged and educated to share and connect their 

unique artistic vision with diverse audiences.

Stephen Tarantal, Dean ”
“



LEST WE FORGET

The ‘Lest We Forget’ project 
offers a groundbreaking look 
at snapshots and portraits 
produced by Emirati people. 
Most photographs of Nationals 
that are featured in publications 
or stored in archives were not 
taken for or by themselves.  They 
are official photos; taken by the 
media, governmental entities, 
or photographers largely from 
abroad.   The photographs in Lest 
We Forget are different. These 
are casual photos taken by family 
members of each other. Candid 
and authentic, some were taken 
for the simple pleasure of viewing 
them immediately among relatives 
and close friends. Others were 
made with the express intention 
of passing them down to future 
generations.  

Students of three consecutive 
classes of Curatorial Practices 
have worked collaboratively 
with the aim of creating an artist 
book and exhibition based on 
their study of photographs that 
they have gathered from family 
albums.  What began two years 
ago as a modest examination 
of the vernacular -- amateur 
photography taken by Emirati 
people for the fun of making 
pictures or to capture their own 
experiences -- has evolved into 
a significant intergenerational 
artistic exploration.

Artist Book and Exhibition
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In January 2012, Susan Meisalas, 
a Magnum photographer and 
MacArthur Fellow, traveled to 
Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, to 
give a week-long workshop for the 
students participating in the Lest 
We Forget Project in the College 
of Arts and Creative Enterprises. 
Susan will be returning to CACE 
this coming January 2013 to give a 
second workshop critiquing the book 
and exhibition works. These cutting 
edge workshops were made possible 
thanks to the generous funding 
provided by Abu Dhabi Music and 
Arts Foundation ADMAF.  

The book, Lest We Forget, builds a 
collective narrative with nearly two 
hundred photographs. These were 
contributed by as many as thirty 
students and their families, carefully 
selected and considered over the 
course of two years. The book 
provides a framework for a coherent 
tale of the lives of Emirati people, 
from members of the royal family, to 
the Bedouin communities.  

The exhibition comprises a body of 
work that the students have created 
in response to the photographs that 
were taken by their forbearers. These 
photographs, video installations, 
artist books, sculptures, and paintings 
provide an insightful examination of 
pervasive and significant issues of 
identity, place and time as experience 
in the context of Emirati family life.

The book release and exhibition 
opening are planned to take place at 
the CACE Art Gallery on the Abu 
Dhabi campus in spring 2013.

Michele Bambling, Assistant 
Professor, Art History
Marco Sosa, Assistant Professor, 
Interior Design
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ISEA 2014 hosting 
Zayed University’s College of Arts and Cre-
ative Enterprises has been chosen to host the 
20th International Symposium on Electronic Art 
(ISEA) in the fall of 2014. 

“A strong aspect of the bid was the 
focus on women’s education in 
the UAE and ensuring that young 
women have the potential to in-
fluence the future of the region 
and develop international con-
tacts. Zayed University is com-
mitted to ensuring that young Arab 
generations have a presence and 
voice on the global stage,” Sue Gollifer, 
ISEA Board Director.

ISEA is the world’s most important new media 
arts event for the interdisciplinary discussion 
and showcase of creative productions applying 
new technologies in interactive and digital me-
dia. It’s an event that annually brings together 
artists, academics, scientists, and new media 
practitioners in cities from around the world. 

The overarching theme of ISEA2014—Loca-
tion—will explore several strands: TECHNOL-
OGY, SCIENCE, AND ART: EAST MEETS 
WEST, NOMADIC SHIFTS, CONNECTING 
WORLDS / LINKING IDEAS, DIGITAL AR-
CHAEOLOGY & COLLABORATIVE SPAC-
ES, AND INTERLACING WORLDS—FI-
BRES & SENSORY MEDIATION. 

During the month of November 2014 all of 
Dubai can look forward to exhibitions, lectures, 
panel discussions, and more with the most in-
novative and experimental artists, scientists, and 
thinkers from around the world! The academic 
conference will take place on the Zayed Uni-
versity’s Dubai campus, with free exhibitions, 
video screenings, and more, around the city at 
venues from galleries to malls. 

Although the development of art and technol-
ogy with local Emirati art practices is still very 
new, there are a few artists that are engaged in 
with various technologies and are interested in 
interdisciplinary practice. Janet Bellotto, As-

sistant Dean, CACE, is the ISEA2014 Artistic 
Director and Conference Chair, leading this 
college initiative, which includes other CACE 

faculty. ISEA2014 Dubai would be the 
first symposium held in the Middle 

East, where it strongly aims to 
support exchange and promote 
academic discourse between 
a culturally diverse audience. 
For Zayed University, who pre-
pares its students to be leaders, 

this symposium not only aims to 
foster the growth between the ar-

eas of art, science and technology, 
but it supports to challenge and ex-

plore new ideas. ISEA2014 Dubai will target 
a young generation of artists, while educating 
a community who may not have encountered 
these platforms, and it will provide tools that 
can be used for growth and change.

Beginning in 2013 there will be an ongoing 
program of events throughout the UAE that 
will lead up to ISEA2014. CACE will host a 
series of workshops, both in Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, that introduce the ZU community and 
the broader UAE community to the breadth of 
electronic media artworks (cutting edge and 
innovative technologies in the context of art 
making), sponsored by the Abu Dhabi Music 
and Arts Foundation. It will present EMERGE 
II: Radiating Ports, an exhibition of faculty and 
student collaborative work developed from a 
workshop given by Italian video artist Fabrizio 
Plessi. Artist Juliana Espana Keller will be 
working with students on a digital video proj-
ect, and will also be establish WWKA Dubai 
(Women With Kitchen Appliances) – a group 
of women will develop a sound symphony us-
ing donated kitchen appliances, and a perfor-
mance is expected at thejamjar Dubai.
Janet Bellotto
Assistant Dean, Associate Professor, Visual Art

Innovation in the Works: ISEA2014
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Novak Djokovic winner of 
this year’s Mubadala World 
Tennis Championship 2012, 
successfully defended the 
title and was awarded with 
a brand new trophy inspired 
and designed by a CACE 
student from Zayed Univer-
sity. The unique prize was 
the result of a trophy design 
competition launched by 
glass manufacturers Lasvit.

For the second year run-
ning in the event’s history, 
Emirati students enrolled 
at the College of Arts and 
Creative Enterprises at Za-
yed University, responded 
to a design challenge set 
by globally renowned glass 
art installations designers, 
Lasvit, as part of a creative 
competition to produce a 
trophy that truly reflects the 
unique culture of the United 
Arab Emirates.

Following a torturous pe-
riod in trying to decide the 
winner form the high qual-
ity entries, the judges de-
cided on the winning design 
and second and third place. 
To help them decide, Las-
vit, manufactured 1:1 pro-
totypes of the three top en-
tries.

The first prize went to In-
terior Design senior stu-

dent, Fayza Al Mashjari. 
The judges were impressed 
by Fayza’s amber creation, 
inspired by the energy and 
movement of Abu Dhabi’s 
streets.

“We always seek to support 
creative talent and Fayza’s 
design was one of the best 
entries we have seen over 
the past two years,” said the 
company’s area manager, 
Filip Simek. “The fine blend 
of art, sport and Emirati cul-
ture makes this collabora-
tion an especially meaning-
ful and memorable project 
for all involved.”

Stephen Tarantal, Dean 
of the College of Arts and 
Creative Enterprises, said 
the assignment gave stu-
dents “an important insight 
into the creative process of 
producing a commissioned 
work of art from the project 
brief”.

The trophy was presented 
to this year’s winner and 
world tennis No. 1, Novac 
Djokovic, in front of a ca-
pacity crowd at Zayed Sport 
City, Abu Dhabi, following 
the final on 29th of Decem-

ber 2012. 

The event was attended 
and trophies presented by 
Sheikh Nahyan Bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Chairman of 
Abu Dhabi Sports Coun-
cil (ADSC), Sheikh Diab 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Di-
rector of the Presidential 
Court, Khaldoon Khalifa Al 
Mubarak, CEO and Manag-
ing Director of Mubadala 
and Mohammad Al Mah-
moud, General Secretary of 
ADSC.

The predicted global televi-
sion audience for the event 
was to be over 120 million 
households.

 LASVIT
 Mubadala

 2012
Trophy
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Marco Book Narrative

On Sunday 3rd of February CACE As-
sistant professor Marco Sosa had a book 
launch and signing at the Art Hub Abu Dha-
bi. The book entitled Al Bidiya Mosque, a 
visual essay is the first publication under 
ZU Books (Zayed University Books).

The book provides a pictorial insight into 
the Al Bidiya Mosque in the Emirate of Al 
Fujairah, United Arab Emirates. The book 
uses black and white photography to ex-
plore the building's presence as a place of 
worship, as a living working “vessel” of 

historical, cultural, and religious importance 
in the UAE. 
The publication provides a personal view of 
the mosque to the public, nationally and in-
ternationally. The book also contains an es-
say by Dr. Ronald Hawker providing histori-
cal context and a conversation between the 
author and the artist Udo Rutschmann.

The event was organized by Art Hub as part 
of the British Art Month and was presented 
by CACE Visual Arts Major, Anood Abdul 
Malek Abdul Kharem Abdulrahman. 



Chinese Painting Exhibition by Students 
of Zayed University at Dubai Campus
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Event Organizer and Exhibition Curator: 
Dr. Leon K. L. Chew
(Having worked with a wide spectrum of tertia-
ry students in Singapore, China, and the United 
Kingdom for more than three decades, Dr. Leon 
K. L. Chew has taken up the challenge of teach-
ing and doing research in the United Arab Emir-
ates, at Zayed University. A scholar with inter-
disciplinary intellectual interests, a practicing 
artist, and a judge in numerous international art 
and design competitions, Dr. Chew 
first taught in Abu Dhabi 
for a year, and has 
subsequently been 
teaching Chinese 
Painting and Art 
History in Dubai 
for more than 
three years.)

Event Participants: 
Art 397S-501 Fall 
2012 students

Event Location: 
ZU Dubai Campus Atrium

Highlights:
•The exhibition was visited by many dig-
nitaries, including Stephen Tarantal 
(Founding Dean of CACE), his wife, 
and Assistant Dean Janet Bellotto, 
on 9 January 2013. They talked to 
and congratulated each of the stu-
dents during the visit.
•It also received many good com-
ments from faculty, staff, and stu-
dents of ZU.

Event Summary:
This is an exhibition of Chinese painting origi-
nal artworks by students of the Zayed University 
at Dubai Campus. The students are from class 
ART397S Art and Design Special Topics: Chi-
nese painting, taught by Dr. Leon K. L. Chew. 
Almost all of the artworks on display were done 
within ten weeks since the beginning of the 
course in Fall 2012 Semester.

Chinese Painting is a new course introduced into 
the curriculum, to provide the students a basic 
knowledge of traditional Chinese brush painting, 
and a brief exploration of contemporary Chinese 
painting. Students go through a new process of 
techniques, method, and Chinese perspective of 
composition, layout, inking and coloring. With 
these, they are taught to paint a range of subjects 
adapted for their suitability here. The course 
stirred up tremendous interest and has since been 
over-subscribed every time when it is offered. 
The main motivation for the students has been 
their excitement at the opportunity to explore 
new artistic territory, as well as to investigate 
new esthetic theory of Chinese philosophy and 
culture in general that come along with this stu-
dio course, and to learn all these directly from 
someone coming from the East.

For each cohort of students, an exhibition of 
their artworks is organized and professional cu-
rated. This Fall 2012 exhibition showcased the 
artworks by the fourth cohort of Chinese paint-
ing students at Dubai Campus. The students have 
learned the new techniques, understood all the 
principles of Chinese painting, and have success-

fully manifested them to the fullest in all the 
artworks on show. The artworks are 

astonishing!

Community:
As in the past, the event cre-
ated a community-wide 
awareness of Chinese 
painting and the existence 
of Chinese painting in ZU. 
Such Chinese painting exhi-

bitions have become popular, 
especially after the last visit by 

H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak 
Al Nahayan (Minister of Higher 

Education and Scientific Research) and 
other dignitaries to the exhibition by the Spring 
2011 cohort on 16 May 2011. The exhibitions 
provide evidence of the great creative potential 
of ZU students in taking up a new exploration in 
art making foreign to their culture. The benefit/
reward for the University, its students, and the 
community in Dubai at large is tremendous.
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Exhibitions past and future

“Venice is a city that I see as a young lady … 
Dubai is an inspiration for everything. Dubai 
is an old man, who lives a long life to build 
itself by hand...” This is how Sara Almuhairi 
begins to describe her collaborative project 
“The Crystal Hair” for EMERGE II: Radiat-
ing Ports presented in Venice, Italy, coincid-
ing with the 54th Venice Biennale in 2011.

Emerge II was the second exhibition in Ven-
ice. As the UAE pavilion presented its exhibi-
tion Second Time Around, it was also a proud 
moment as our alumna, Sheikha Lateefa bint 
Maktoum AlMaktoum, was one of the UAE 
representatives.

The concept for Emerge II developed from a 
lecture by internationally acclaimed artist Fab-
rizio Plessi “Art and Technology.” Students 
were thrilled to work with Plessi, which was 
made possible through support by the Dubai 
Culture & Arts Authority and Louis Vuitton. 
Plessi was exhibiting his work “MARIVER-
TICALI,” in conjunction with the Louis Vuit-
ton Trophy in Dubai. He enjoyed his time with 
the students so much that he later returned to 
conduct a workshop to discuss not only the de-
velopment of his own work, but to exchange 
ideas with students and how they might ap-
proach their ideas using his own concepts as a 

spring board.
Yvonne Lammerich, a Visiting Professor at ZU, 
helped to develop the theme in response to Ples-
si’s workshop that refers to a metaphor resonat-
ing with “the fluidity inside of us”, the fluidity 
that makes it possible for identities to be formed 
and held together. Students and alumnae, from 
both Dubai and Abu Dhabi, supervised by fac-
ulty, developed their projects for months leading 
up to Venice in June 2011. Sara Sist, the director 
of SPS Consulting, was thrilled to work with ZU 
students again, and helped to find a perfect space 
for the exhibition.  

The 63 students and alumnae and 8 faculty mem-
bers worked together in a variety of collabora-
tions. The result was 17 artworks and installations 
that explore thresholds dictated by urban cultural 
activity and the fluidity that exists in their own 
environment – from the ships of the desert, the 
sea, and movements of sound through the UAE 
landscape. A majority of the works presented are 
video and sound installations, and others includ-
ed artworks of photography and mixed media, 
and will be exhibited at the CACE Art Gallery in 
Abu Dhabi in 2013, and an accompanying book 
of the same title will be launched.

Janet Bellotto
Assistant Dean, Associate Professor, Visual Art

Emerge II: Radiating Ports



13

F   I   K   R   A  
THE LAB – Cultivating cre-
ativity workshops 
The importance of visiting 
professionals to Zayed Uni-
versity—is as intrinsic as 
teaching—it provides an op-
portunity for professionals to 
familiarize themselves with 
the institution’s mandate and 
programs; it provides a more 
enriched learning environment 
for students and ultimately it is 
an important element for the 
growth of the community and 
a possibility to reach beyond 
borders.
Several workshops are planned 
in Spring 2013, sponsored by 
the Abu Dhabi Music and Arts 
Foundation (ADMAF)—who 
has been a primary supporter 
for CACE’s activities. Susan 
Meiselas returns for a second 
time. This is a follow-up work-
shop that will take a compre-
hensive look at the nearly two 
year-long process of gathering 
and researching archival pho-
tographs from Emirati family 
photo albums. A “hands-on” 
component of the workshop 
will include a ‘before-after’ 
photo shoot excursion where-
by Meiselas will teach students 
how to shoot ‘on location’ 
places shown in the old pho-
tographs. Her expertise as one 
of the world’s foremost photo-
journalists will be invaluable 
to the students. 

ALBARZAH – lecture series
The program plans to invite 
two-to-three International 
guests per semester, in addition 
to local experts, who would 
spend a short period of time 
working with students both in-
dividually and in groups pro-
viding them with a broader 
range of experiences. 
Fikra plans to take advantage 
of local professionals and those 
visiting the region to deliver a 
lecture at Zayed University. 
The most important element is 
that these guests are leaders in 
their field of specialization. As 
many projects in Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai are developing, we 
have seen a great deal of rec-
ognized leaders in the fields 
of visual arts, architecture, in-
terior design, graphic design, 
music and literature such as. 
Thus collaborating with other 
institutions is an excellent op-
portunity to introduce our stu-
dents to a professional’s idea 
process and their work.

Under the umbrella of the 
CACE programming, fikra 
– The Exchange and Shar-
ing for Creation of New 
Knowledge, is a program 
that helps to promote art and 
design within an educational 
platform, and aims to bridge 
these opportunities with the 
local community. The col-
lege plans to strengthen its 
role within the circle of aca-
demic institutions, but looks 
to build stronger ties with 
the local and international 
community, and participat-
ing in educating the general 
public. The fikra program 
is divided into six sectors: 
THE LAB – Cultivating 
creativity workshops, AL-
BARZAH – lecture series, 
OUTBOUND LEARNING 
– trips and professional con-
ferences, EXHIBITIONS 
– locally and abroad, and 
ARABESQUE – documen-
tary, publishing and litera-
ture projects.

The creative connections

14

OUTBOUND LEARNING 

– trips and professional confer-
ences 
One of the activities that have 
shown a positive enhancement 
in a student’s educational expe-
rience has been the opportunity 
to travel and study abroad. In the 
past, opportunities have led to 
international internships, visiting 
countries and exploring Islamic 
art and architecture, and partici-
pating in professional practice. 
Study abroad trips are directly 
linked to the curriculum of art 
and design in order to provide a 
platform to immerse students in 
the world of practice and broad-
ening their portfolio of experi-
ences that will further inform 
their practice. As each year pres-
ents a variety of local, regional 
and international conferences, 
we would like to be able to send 
students to participate and net-
work with their peers.
In 2013, a group of students from 
the Abu Dhabi campus had the 
opportunity to visit London for a 
week with faculty members Mar-
co Sosa and David Howarth. The 
students participated in a variety 
of workshops, such as Islamic 
patternmaking at the Prince’s 
School of Traditional Arts, vis-
ited a group of design firms for 
training sessions and working on 
company projects, and experi-
enced other activities that make 
up London’s cultural fabric.

EXHIBITIONS – locally and 
abroad
The practice of exhibiting 
students’ artwork in a public 
space is both imperative to 
their professional experience 
but also helps to cultivate an 
appreciative audience both lo-
cally and abroad. As the Emi-
rati art and design community 
is quite young, it is essential 
to establish opportunities with 
the world. 

ARABESQUE – documen-
tary, publishing and literature 
projects
The prospect of publishing 
works of art, literature and re-
search is an exciting outcome 
for students. It gives stu-
dents an outlet to share with 
the community, which also 
documents the successes of 
students’ achievements. This 
year the college will be pub-
lishing two important books, 
both sponsored by ADMAF: 
EMERGE II: Radiating 
Ports—a highlight of student 
art and design work of the 
past few years, and Lest We 
Forget—a book of Emirati 
family photographs.

Karen Oremus
Assistant Dean, Associate 
Professor, Visual Art
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CACE is constantly challenged to keep up 
with mentoring students through a plethora 
of competitions that have been offered to 
encourage emerging artists and acknowl-
edge their work. The Sheikh Hamdan In-
ternational Photography Award, Sheikha 
Manal Award, the Emerging International 
Artist Award sponsored by Sheikha Wafa 
Hasher Al Maktoum and the ADMAF Cre-
ativity Award are only some of the compe-
titions established for artists and designers. 

Over 20 students submitted artworks for 
judging in the “Art for All” competition by 
the Sheikha Salama bint Hamdan Al Nahy-
an Foundation. The entries were subjected 
to a strict judging panel of Zayed Universi-
ty Faculty members to get the entries down 
to 5 finalists: Professors Ayyub Hamilton, 
Visual Arts, Matthew Dols, Photography, 
and
Sarah Lahti, New Media.

Dols says: “It was a really tough process 
trying to get the 20+ submissions down to 
five. There was some really sting compe-
tition in all of the categories and it made 
our role as judges a really difficult one. The 
final five truly deserved to showcase their 
work and we were really proud to put them 
forward as finalists from CACE.” 

The winning students were as follows: 
Sculpture – Shaima Taher Al Ameri; Mixed 
Media – Fatima Ali AlSabousi; Painting – 
Radha Alajmani; Graphic Design – Shaikha 
Saeed AlZaabi; and Photography – Mariam 
Saeed Al Shamsi.

These five finalists went on to be exhibited 
at Khalifa Park in which the winning exhib-
its from across the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) battled it out for a place in the exhi-
bition being held at Abu Dhabi Art Fair in 
the Art for All wing at Manarat Al Saadiyat 
in November 2012. Rawdha and Mariam 

were the winning finalists from CACE and 
their work was showcased to thousands of 
visitors this November.

Another important award is The Christo 
and Jeanne-Claude Award presented by 
NYUADI and in partnership with ADMAF 
has been established to nurture artistic tal-
ent in the United Arab Emirates. The win-
ning artist is to $5000 to enable the pro-
duction of the proposed work, and will be 
exhibited across the UAE.

The students, along with their nominators 
David Howarth and Ayyub Hamilton, have 
were invited to the New York University 
Abu Dhabi Downtown Campus to present 
their submissions to the committee com-
prised of: Her Excellency Mrs Hoda Kanoo, 
Founder ADMAF; Azza Al Qubaisi, Artist; 
His Excellency Zaki Nusseibeh, Advisor 
to the President of the UAE; Fabio Piano, 
Provost NYU Abu Dhabi; and Dr Farhad 
Farjam, Collector and Art Patron. The win-
ner of the award was Maryam Sultan, su-
pervised by her professor Ayyub Hamilton.

Finally, ADMAF Creativity Award pro-
vided two of the college’s students the first 
and runner-up award.   Hamda Khamis 
Busamah, Zayed University, Dubai Cam-
pus, for her Visual Art work “Memory and 
the Senses” and runner up was awarded to 
Maitha Demithan, Zayed University, Dubai 
Campus, for her Photography/Scanography 
work “The 40th Day.”

David Howarth
Assistant Professor, Graphic Design

Competitions Run Wild
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14 students from CACE, Abu Dhabi 
campus travelled on a educational trip 
to London between 11th and 20th of 
January 2013. The students were all se-
nior students majoring in Graphic de-
sign or Interior Design. CACE Senior 
Academic Administrator Officer, La-
teefa Almansoori and CACE Assistant 
Professors, David Howarth and Marco 
Sosa organized and accompanied the 
students on the trip.
Abu Dhabi Music and Arts Foundation 
(ADMAF) and National Drilling Com-
pany (NDC) generously financially 
supported the trip.
The trip was further facilitated by a 
substantial discount on the airfares 
generously provided by Virgin Atlantic 
airways.
The trip consisted on visits to museums, 
galleries, design practices and univer-
sities. The experience was further en-
hanced, by immersing themselves in 
the London lifestyle like going to
shows and commuting using London 
Transport. The trip included a visit to 
the
UAE embassy in London where stu-
dents met the UAE Ambassador, His
Excellency, Abdulrahman Ghanem Al-
mutaiwee.
The students were welcomed by lead-
ing Design Agencies and Practices 
such as Pentagram, GLUE ISOBAR, 
McCann›s, Virgin Atlantic, MJP Archi-
tects, the
Architectural association (AA) and the 
London
Metropolitan University, Sir John Cass 
Faculty

of Art, Architecture & Design.
Of the trip, Stephen Tarantal, Dean of 
CACE
expressed the following:
«Most of us who have been fortunate 
enough
to either study or live in a different cul-
ture
other than our home country know 
what
a broadening educational experience it
is. We quickly integrate the diversity 
that
is part of the broader world. We under-
stand ourselves more clearly by com-
parison, and appreciate the richness 
of humanity›s cultures and customs. 
Global awareness is a critical com-
ponent of our students› education and 
travel/study is an excellent hands-on 
way to experience another country»
The students were also involved on an 
ADMAF sponsored workshop in Ara-
bic patterns with The Prince’s College 
of traditional arts in London.
The group visited the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, the design Museum, 
Christie’s auction house, The Royal 
academy, The British Museum and The 
Royal Institute of British Architects.
All these visits and experiences will 
prove relevant as Abu Dhabi prepares 
for the construction of major museum 
projects at Saadiyat Island including 
the proposed Zayed National Museum.
In addition, the trip was programmed 
as a working trip and students were set 
a series of projects to work and com-
plete during their time in London.

 CACE London
 Creative Strategies
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As we begin to build bigger bridges to provide a breadth of opportunities for 
our students, we continue to follow our alumni and highlight their achieve-
ments.  In Spring 2012, CACE faculty and students were given the opportu-
nity to showcase their work at FN Design Studio, founded by Sheikha Wafa 
Hasher AlMaktoum.  

Graduate Mona Al Gurg, who completed an M.A. in History of Art and Mu-
seum Studies with a specialization in Collection Management at the Paris-
Sorbonne University, Abu Dhabi, has taken a position with the Dubai Culture 
and Arts Authority (DCAA)as a Project Specialist and is currently managing 
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum’s private Art col-
lection, as well as Sheikh Mohammed’s “Patrons of the Arts Awards.”

Just as exciting is the group of Interior Design graduates who founded their 
own company, exposed, and have quickly gained large projects in the Emir-
ate of Dubai. They have teamed up with the DCAA and the JBR Group to 
present City on a Canvas. This is a public art project that will commission 30 
projects to be exhibited for a month at various JBR locations. 

From a department that began with pencils and paper, the College of Arts 
and Creative Enterprises is leading the way in a mission to collaborate and 
present ideas that matter to this young, but flourishing nation of the United 
Arab Emirates
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Collaboration in the classroom

During the Fall 2011 semester, Assistant 
professors Denielle Emans and Stefan 
Messam teamed with Peter Hassel in the 
Department of Languages on an anthol-
ogy for the extremely short story competi-
tion (ESSC). Based on the single theme 
Our Memories, Dreams & Future, the 
book includes stories written by students 
from Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Sau-
di Arabia, Yemen, and the UAE. Graphic 
design students individually created nar-
rative collages to enhance the meaning of 
their chosen short stories and collectively 
worked as a class to create the final pub-
lication. Professor Emans spoke about the 
design process alongside Graphic Design 
Majors Fatma Al Hashemi and Roudha 
Al Sabousi at the Women at the Women 
As Global Leaders Conference, at Hult 
International Business School, and at the 
Shelter Gallery. The publication project 
led to an exciting opportunity for the Fall 
2012 students to work on an anthology of 
25 award-winning extremely short stories 
with the Toyo Eiwa University in Japan. 
Graphic Design I students designed the 
publication from cover to cover using nar-
rative collages created by students from 
the men’s and women’s University. The 
forthcoming release serves as a power-
ful statement about the cross-cultural and 
professional opportunities CASE students 
are discovering in their art and design 
studies. 

In Spring 2012, Professor Emans’ Typog-
raphy I course partnered with a graphic 
class at the University of San Francisco in 
an international design education project 
that spanned 8,092 miles and an 11-hour 
time difference. Students photographical-
ly explored their cities and shared initial 
visual research with their partners to de-
velop two posters expressing their impres-

sions of the cities. Next, using assigned 
critical texts, partners collaborated on a 
poster remix, exploring themes such as 
environments, history, and immigration 
issues. Finally, students incorporated 
process work, design artifacts, and proj-
ect reflections into a book that describes 
both classes’ experiences. Friendships 
formed between many students, with un-
prompted efforts to continue dialogues 
and collaboration outside the confines 
of the course structure. Professor Emans 
spoke about the international collabora-
tion at the AIGA Geographics Confer-
ence in Hawaii in December 2012. 

In Fall 2012, a team-taught course entitled 
“Design for Social Change” examined 
social responsibility and sustainability in 
professional design practice. Initiated by 
Assistant Professor of Interior Design, 
Adina Hempel, and Assistant Professor 
of Graphic Design, Denielle Emans, the 
multidisciplinary course asked students 
to form small teams surrounding a self-
selected global issue, resulting in topics 
such as war, pollution, energy, overcon-
sumption, and the gap between rich and 
poor. The team-taught course asked stu-
dents to confront global challenges, to 
generate a call to action using video and 
three-dimensional space, and to examine 
how design can impact positive social 
change. Professor Emans and Hempel 
will offer the course in Spring 2013 and 
speak about the project outcomes at the 
Tasmeem Conference in Doha, Qatar in 
March 2013.

Denielle Emans
Assistant Professor, Graphic Design

As emerging Emirate designers, CACE students are meeting the 
challenges of a global profession with broadened perspectives, 

collaborative techniques, and co-creation tools.




